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Today's  collection  of  questions  include  one  on  moths  in  winter-time,  one 
on  making  a  special  hind  of  cornmeal  wafer,  and  one  on  using  sodium  perborate  for 
removing  stains  on  materials  other  than  woolens.  Wartime  housekeeping  needs 
appear  in  each  of  these  questions,  although  they  seem  so  varied,  Of  course  the 
first  question  about  the  possibility  of  moths  damaging  clothing  and  blankets  in 
mid-winter  comes  from  a  woman  who  is  trying  to  conserve  and  protect  the  family 
clothing.  And  the  one  on  cornmeal  wafers  shows  how  homenakers  are  trying  to  use  - 
all  the  coreals  in  their  cooking,  since  cereals  .just  now  are  more  plentiful  than 
most  other  kinds  of  food.  The  last  question,  about  stain  removal, is  another  indi- 
cation of  women's  efforts  to  save  and  use  all  good  clothing  the  family  has.  Home 
economists  and  entomologists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  have  furnished 
the  answers. 


"The  weather  is  still  cold  in  my  part  of  the  country,  but  I  was  dismayed 
to  find  moths  flying  about  the  other  day.  Will  they  damage  our  clothes  or  blankets 
at  this  time  of  year?" 

Unfortunately,  yes,  the  entomologists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
say.  Probably  your  home  is  pleasantly  heated.  To  the  moths  it  seems  like  summer 
temperature.  So  the  parent  moth  starts  laying  eggs.     If  your  bedrooms  are  unheated 
and  your  closets  icy  cold,  moth  eggs  will  not  develop  at  once.  But  in  warm  houses 


Let's  tal 


ke  that  question  about  moths  to  start  off  with. 


-  2  ~ 

the  eggs  of  moths  that  fly  about  and  lay  now  may  soon  develop  into  larvae  or  worms 
that  will  eat  holes  in  your  woolens  or  furs. 

The  moths  that  fly  don't  eat  the  wool  clothing  and  blankets.  They  simply 
lay  their  eggs  in  a.  good  feeding  place  for  the  little  worms  that  hatch  out  from 
those  eggs. 

So  if  you  have  noticed  roths  about,  lose  no  time  in  going  over  the  contents 
of  your  clothes  closets  and  storage  places.  Brush  woolen  suits,  dresses  and  furs 
thoroughly  to  dislodge  any  moth  eggs  before  they  have  a.  chance  to  hatch.  Sun  and 
air  them.  Also  sun  and  brush  your  good  woolen  blankets.     Clean  out  the  dark  cornerr 
and  cracks  of  closets  often,  and  pack  away  anything  you're  not  using,  like  summer 
sweaters.  Pack  them  in  moth-proof  containers,  with  moth  flakes,   just  as  you  should 
do  a.  little  later  on  with  your  winter  woolens. 

In  wartime  no  one  can  afford  to  let  moths  ruin  good  woolen  clothing  by  eat- 
ing holes  in  it.  It  may  be  a  long  time  before  you  can  replace  its  loss. 

Now  for  the  question  about  cornmeal  wafers.  This  woman  says: 

"Not  long  ago  I  tasted  some  delicous  crisp  wafers  made  of  cornmeal.  They 
were  served  with  a,  mixed  green  salad,  and  seemed  to  go  especially  well  with  it. 
Can  you  tell  me  how  to  make  these  cornmeal  wafers?" 

Yes,  the  home  economists  answer.  They  are  easy  to  make,  and  economical.  Tor. 
need  only  5  ingredients. ...  one-naif  cup  of  yellow  cornmeal ...  one-half  cup  of 
sifted  white  flour....  1  tablespoon  of  fat....  one-half  teaspoon  salt.... and  3 
tablespoons  of  either  milk  or  water. 

Sift  the  flour,  meal  anc1  salt  together.  Cut  in  the  fat.  Add  the  liquid.  The 
dough  should  be  stiff  enough  to  roll  into  a.  very  thin  sheet.  Out  into  diamonds  or 
other  shapes  with  a  cookie  cutter.  Bake  quickly  in  r-  hot  oven.  This  recipe  makes 
about  60  wafers,  2  inches  square.  Keep  them  like  crackers,  in  r  box  with  a  tight 
lid,  ...  .. 

You  can  use  white  cornmeal  to  make  these  wafers,  but  if  you  do  the  wafers 
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may  blister  as  they  "bake.  Ion.  can  prevent  that  "by  pricking  then  all  over  with  a 
fork  when  you  put  then  in  the  oven. 

You  can  make  cheese  strays  from  this  same  recipe.  Sprinkle  grated  sharp 
cheese  and  paprika  over  the  top  of  the  dough  after  you  roll  it  out.  Out  into  strips 
instead  of  cookie  shapes. 

Prom  cooking  let's  turn  to  taking  out  spots.  The  next  letter  seems  to  "be 
from  a  regular  listener,  for, she  says: 

"A  short  time  ago  I  heard  a  radio  talk  on  using  sodium  perborate  to  clean 
white  woolens.  Can  I  use  this  chemical  to  remove  stains  on  other  materials?" 

Yes,  the  home  economists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  found 
sodium  perborate  very  satisfactory  for  a  number  of  stains  on  different  materials. 
It's  even  safe  to  use  on  some  colored  materials,  if  you  work  quickly. 

In  most  cases,  you  make  up  a  sponging  solution  containing  4  tablespoons  of 
sodium  perborate  to  a.  pint  of  lukewarm  water,  and  sponge  the  stain  with  it.  Or 
stretch  the  stained  part  over  a  bowl  of  hot  water,  dampen  the  stain  with  wa.ter, 
and  dust  the  powdered  sodium  perborate  on  it.  Let  the  powder  stay  a  minute  or  two, 
then  sponge  and  rinse  well  with  water. 

But  useful  as  sodium  perborate  is,  it  won't  do  for  all  stains.  Certain 

kinds  do  not  respond  to  it   especially  some  ink  stains,  iron  rust,  dyes  and 

running  color,   or  metal  stains.  If  you  want  full  information  on  stain  removal, 
you  can  get  it  by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  Ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1474,  or  simply  the  "Stain  Removal  bulletin." 

Well,  that  pretty  well  rounds  out  today's  batch  of  questions.    More  corning 
next  week. 
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